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Presi dent 6s

GreetingsAll,
Again, not a lot to report this montt\/e areall familiar
with the Aon again, off

classes are (as at going to print) back to normal, and
are still observing current social distancing rules.

Classes will break for a short et overChristmasand
New Year, but breakup and resumption dates are
determined by the individual classes, so may vary.
One important event this month is the birthday of Do
Walker, our Faceting Instructor and Workshop
Manager. Doug turns 90 on the6¥ this month and is
showing no signs of slowing down. In fact, s just
bought himself a new car: bright red because he kno
they go faster!

Doug has 20 years membership under his belt, havin
joined the Club in 2000, and was awarded Life
Membershi2 years ago.

| am sure everyone will join with me in wishing Doug
very Happy Birthdag® with many more to follow.
Enjoy your Christmas and New year festivities and st
safe.

Cheersjan

Diary Dated Notices

Happy Birthday
Members celebratinBecembebirthdays:
08" i Granton Edwards. 10" i Doug Walker.
08" i Kevin Hannam. 2297 John Hill.
09" i Peter Rothe 26" i Denise Edwards
10" 1 Blue Higgins.
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The Tea Tree Gully Gem & Mineral Club Inc. is not and cannot be held responsible or liable for any
personal injuries, loss or damage to property at any club activity, including, but not limited to,

meetings, field trips, all crafts and club shows.
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An indemnity is to be signed by all participans before each and every field trip activity they attend.

Club Activities /Fees

Meetings

General monthly metings have not resumed yet
due toSA Covid-19 Pandemic physical distancin
requirements.

Library

Librarian - Augie Gray

There is a 2month limit on borrowed items.
When borrowing from the lending library, fill out
the card at the back of the itethen place the carg
in the box on the shelf.
When returning items, fill in the return date on tH
card, then place the card at the back of the item|
Tuesday Faceting/Cabbing

Tuesdays 10 am to 2 pm.

All are welcome. Supervised by Doudalker
(7120 2221).

Wednesday Silversmithing

Wednesdays7 pm to 9 pm.

All are welcome. Supervised by Augie Gray
(8265 4815 / 0433 571 887).

Thursday Cabbing

Thursdays 10 am to 2 pm.

All are welcome. Supervised by Augie Gray
(8265 4815/ 0433 571 887).

Friday Silversmithing

Fridays- 9 am to 12 noon

All are welcome. Supervised by JohillH

(8251 1118

Faceting/Cabbing/Silversmithing Fees:

A standard feef $3.00 per sessiappliesi to be
paid to the session supervisor.

In the interest of providing a safe working
envirorment, it is necessary to ensure everyone
using the workshops follow the rules set out in
Policy No. 1- 20/11/2006

It is necessary thatealth and Safetgegulations
areadhered to always.

Everyone using the workshop must ensure:

1 that all club equipmene(g. magnifying head
pieces, faceting equipment, tools, etc.) used
during the session, is cleaned, and returned t
the workshop after usage.

1 that all workstations are left in a clean and tid
state

1 that all rubbish is removed and placed in the
appropriate bin

1 and where applicable, machines are cleaned
oiled or dried.

NOTE: The Tea Tree Gully Gem & Mineral Club

Inc. will not be held responsible or liable for any

person injured while using the club machinery or
equipment

Club Subscriptions:

$25.00 Family ~ $20.00 Family
Pensioner

$15.00 Single  $12.50 Single
Pensioner

$10.00 Joining Fee
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Contributed by Augie

Gary Green Jasper
Gary Green Jasper, a
AMcDedmispero or " Gr el
Bogwood" is a form of petrified wood from a
location near McDermitt, Oregon, on the
Nevada/Oregon border.
It is believed to be wood that was covered by|
volcanic activity in the Miocene period
between 1415 million years ago. fie volcanic
event covered this area in debris that deprive |
the plants of oxygen, halting the decay proce
Minerals from the volcanic ash then acted as
the replacement material for this petrification
mineralization, giving the wood its vibrant
colours
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Contributed by Augie
Zircon 1 Birthstone for December

Zircon is an important gemstone which occur
in an array of colours of yellow, champagne,
orange, pink, red, browhbJue,and green, as
well as colourless.

This gemstone has an extremely high refract
index and stunning dispersion, meaning the
colourless variety, as a faceted gem, is often
mistaken for Diamond.

It is a natural gemstone, not to be confused
with Cubic Zirconia, which is a mamade
Diamondsimulant.

Zirconbés colour dive
certainimpurities some of which are
radioactive

These radioactive forms of Zircon must be
heated to stabilize them for use as gems. In
fact, many of the gem forms of Zircon (even
those that are not radioactive) armt treated
to enhanceolourand increase transparency,
is done with many other gem varieties. The
radioactivityin Zircon gemstones is very
minimal and is considered safe, without posil
any health hazards.

Due to its radioactivetatus Zircon is
described by geologists aggmmologists as a
6transitional d stone
intermediate or low Zircon, depending on the|
state of radioactive decomposition. For this
reason, it shows a wide range of specific
gravity from 3.90 to 4.71, depending on its
type.

Rough Zircon can quite easily be identified by
its weight (heavy compared to other stones)
andAdamantine lustre, even if its crystal shaj
is not evident.

Zircon 01.
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